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Remembering Bonnie & Clyde - 77th Anniversary
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It’s time for fun and good times at the Authentic Bonnie and Clyde Festival in Gibsland, La. on Friday night May 20, 2011 and all 
day on Saturday, May 21, 2011.  The town of Gibsland, founded in 1883, plans to take you back to 1934 with events planned for the Bonnie 
and Clyde Festival where you will witness mock bank robberies and shoot-outs in the streets.  You will see a factual reenactment of events 
surrounding the demise of the infamous outlaws, Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow, who killed and robbed during the early 1930’s.  If you’ve 
never been to this festival you have missed a one-of-a-kind experience.  If you have been before we know you will want to return!!

On May 23, 1934 Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow purchased their last meal at Ma Canfield’s Café in Gibsland and headed to their 
hide-out. At 9:15 a.m. nine miles southwest of Gibsland on highway 154 Bonnie and Clyde were blasted into history as Bonnie still held her 
half-eaten sandwich.  Bullets pounded into Clyde’s stolen V-8 Ford and Bonnie screamed like a panther as the two met their death!  Hidden in 
the brush on top of a hill, six officers-four of them from Texas and two from Louisiana-pumped over a hundred bullets into their car before 
Bonnie or Clyde could raise a hand, or a gun, in self-defense.  They blasted Clyde’s Ford because they were afraid he was about to shoot his 
way out of the trap set for them. The ambush made headlines around the globe and gave birth to a legend that has long out-lived the officers 
who ambushed them.  The festival aims to show that crime does not pay and aims to honor the four Texas officers and the Bienville Parish 
Sheriff and Chief Deputy who put their life on the line to end the career of the notorious outlaws. The festival also aims to honor the law officers 
today who put their lives on the line for us everyday.

Vendors will set up booths beginning at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, May 20, 2011.  The festival will begin with a gathering of historians and 
crime buffs at 6:00 p.m. at Gibsland Grill.  Anyone interested in the history of Bonnie and Clyde is invited to attend this meeting.  Admission 
to the meeting will be $10.00 and includes a delicious meal of jambalaya, salad, dessert and tea.  Ken Holmes, a Dallas Historian who is owner 

of the Bonnie and Clyde Ambush Museum and Southwestern Historical Inc., will preside over 
the meeting and has lined up several speakers for the much anticipated event.  Please make 
plans to attend this interesting and informative meeting that is one of the highlights of the 
festival!  Also Friday night outside from 6:00-8:00 p.m. D. J. Don Miley will be playing gospel 
music and from 8:00-10:00 there will be a street dance.  The many street vendors will also be 
selling delicious food, arts and crafts.

Please be sure and come early Saturday morning and enjoy the pancake breakfast at 
the Lions Club building from 8:00-10:00 a.m. for $5.00 per plate.  There have been surprise 
visits from outlaws during this breakfast so don’t miss the excitement!  Live entertainment 
outside will begin at 9:00 a.m.  Our stage will feature continuous entertainment with Don Miley 
and others with various types of music.  At 11:00 there will be a look-alike contest for Bonnie 
and Clyde and the officers who ambushed them.  Fifty dollars each will be given to the best 
look-alike for Bonnie and for Clyde and to one person for the best look-alike for the law-men.  
Look-alikes for Bonnie and Clyde will be judged separately even if the couple walks together 

for the judging.  Judging will be done in this manner so individuals and not just couples may participate in the contest.  There will also be a 
Bonnie and Clyde look-alike contest for children.  The prize for this will be $25.00 for each child chosen, so please plan to dress up and join 
in the fun in front of city hall at this time!    A schedule of events will be posted at the Gibsland Grill, The Authentic Bonnie and Clyde Museum 
and the Ambush Museum.  There will be games for the children as well as Bingo games for everyone.  The parade will be at 12:00. The parade 
will have many antique cars, floats, motorcycles, etc. to thrill the viewers.    Please bring your children for a spectacular time!

The streets will come to life Saturday with the sound of guns firing blanks.  The gangster group “Public Enemies” puts the “authentic” 
in “The Authentic Bonnie and Clyde Festival” by reenacting the shoot-outs with actors, dressed in clothing of that time period, portraying 
Bonnie and Clyde and their gang.  They will be driving antique automobiles and armed with blank-firing submachine guns bringing this period 
of history alive to visitors and hometown folks.  Five shoot-outs are scheduled for this year’s festival with each shoot-out being different from 
the others and based on actual things Bonnie and Clyde did during that period of time.  The shoot-outs are scheduled downtown for 10:00 a.m., 
1:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. and at 4:30 p.m. gun smoke will billow from the trees as the Bonnie and Clyde ambush is re-created at the 
spot where the famous outlaws died.  The automobile will come to rest in a ditch, just as the real death car did 77 years ago! 

The Authentic Bonnie and Clyde Museum will be open Friday and Saturday all day with free admission.  The official festival t-shirts 
will be sold in the museum for $10.00 each ($12.00 for sizes XXL and larger) along with other souvenirs such as magnets, buttons, aprons, 
bags, mugs, caps and other items.  Gibsland Bank and Trust’s booth will also be selling the official festival shirts and souvenirs.  Proceeds from 
these official festival shirts and souvenirs are what provide this wonderful festival for everyone to attend, so please be sure and purchase your 
souvenir items to help with expenses for our festival!  The Authentic Bonnie and Clyde Museum will be something you will not want to miss!

Please make sure you visit the Ambush Museum that occupies the exact historical location in Gibsland, La. of Ma Canfield’s Café 
where Bonnie and Clyde purchased their meal for the last time.  You can meet L. J. “Boots” Hinton who is the museum spokesman. He is the 
son of Deputy Sheriff Ted Hinton who was a participant in the actual ambush.  The Ambush Museum is something you will really want to see!

Please make plans to be in Gibsland, La. on May 20 & 21, 2011 for excitement and great fun!!  For more information please call 
Gibsland Bank and Trust at (318) 843-6228 or write the festival committee at P. O. Box 652, Gibsland, La., 71028.
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September 11, 1930 – November 21, 2010

Mrs. Billie Gene Poland was born September 11, 1930, in the Bear Creek Community in Bienville Parish.  On August 
27, 1948, she married Henry Ray Poland.  To this union was born four children, Candice, Henry Ray “Buster” Jr., 
Ellis B. “Rusty” and Kevin.  She loved the study of genealogy and archeology.  Mrs. Poland discovered many artifacts 
which belonged to the early Native American Indians of Bienville and Jackson Parish.  She shared the collection with 
not only her family but the community.  Mrs. Poland authored two books:  “The History of Bienville Parish, Volume 
I” and “The History of Bienville Parish, Volume 2”.  At the time of her passing she was involved in the writing and 
publishing of “The History of Bienville Parish, Volume 3”.  She was a member of the National Genealogical Society, 
member of the Bienville Parish Historical Society, member of the Louisiana State Archeological Society and the 
National Archeological Society, an honorary member of the Indian Nations, and the co-founder of the Bonnie and 
Clyde festival in Gibsland, La.  Mrs. Poland was a longtime member of the Bienville Baptist Church where she served 

as the Sunday School Superintendent and as a Sunday School Teacher.  Mrs. Poland later moved her church membership to Bryceland Baptist 
Church where she continued to serve her Lord.  Mrs. Poland loved spending time with her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.



LORRAINE JOYNER MEMORIAL
HISTORIANS MEE TING

Time - 6:00P.M. - Jambalaya Dinner - Cost: - $ 10.00
Location: Meeting room of Gibsland Grill

Program : - Speakers and Discussions, Ends 10:00 P.M.
For more information call Ken Holmes (214) 747-2362
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Dexfield Park

H i s t o r i c a l 
Markers outside 
of Dexter, Iowa 
and near the 
Dexter Historical 
Museum

Dexter Historical Museum
The Dexter Historical Museum welcomes visitors to Dexter, Iowa, 
located along I-80 in central Iowa.  Exhibits document President Harry 
S. Truman's visit to the National Plowing Match held at Dexter in 1948, 
and the former Dexfield Amusement Park that was the site of the Bonnie 
& Clyde Barrow Gang shoot-out in 1933. Three historical markers 
located north of town represent a significant record of those events. The 
museum also has information, artifacts and pictures on display. Books 
on the lives of Bonnie & Clyde are available for sale.
Museum hours: Saturdays starting May 7 - Oct. 29 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. Closed holidays. Open by appointment, 515-833-2717, 515-789-
4564 or 515-789-4490 Check out their web site at www.dexteriowa.org 

Bonnie & Clyde Festivals: So many to choose from.
By Debborah Moss.

Fame was not the motive for Bonnie & Clyde’s life of crime, fame is what they 
got. Who would have thought that 77 years after their deaths they would be so 
famous that it sparked not 1 festival but 5? We all know about the festival in 
Gibsland, LA. There is another just north of Shreveport. One is in San Augustine, 
Texas. Just last year 2 new ones have joined the list. 

Bonnie & Clyde Days - Pilot Point, Texas
Pilot Point has 
added their city to 
the list. Their 
claim to fame is 
the filming of a 
bank robbery by 
Warren Beatty & 
Faye Dunaway 
while playing the 
parts of Clyde 
Barrow & Bonnie 
Parker in the 1967 
film Bonnie & 
Clyde. October 

8th, 2011 will 

mark their 2nd 
Annual Bonnie & Clyde Days which is located on the square in downtown Pilot 
Point. They have everything from vendors, re-enactments, car shows to speakers 
on the subject of Bonnie & Clyde.
The second new event is the 

Bonnie & Clyde Festival in the Ozarks - Kimberling City, MO.
 On Highway 13  and check out www.bonnieandclydefestival.com

This year will also be their second 
annual festival scheduled for Oct. 
14-15, 2011. “February, 1934, just 
a few months before their violent 
deaths in Louisiana, Clyde 
Barrow, Bonnie Parker and 
members of the Barrow gang 
engaged in a running gun battle 
with law enforcement officers in 
Stone County, Missouri.  Taking 
a hostage near Reeds Spring, the 
gang ran roadblocks and fired at 
police in an attempt to get away. 

Despite being outgunned, local law enforcement members pressed the 
gang hard, forcing them to flee Missouri forever. While the actual battle 
has never been highlighted in films, or books, the annual festival brings 
this period in the lives of the Barrow gang to life through a family-
friendly day of fun, entertainment and history. 
The annual Bonnie & Clyde festival helps celebrate the brave efforts of 
local law enforcement in ridding the Ozarks of these violent criminals. 
The festival, far from celebrating criminal activity, helps educate people 
to the efforts of police in bringing an end to the Barrow gang.”  So, if 
you have a hankering to attend a Bonnie & Clyde festival this year, there 
is sure to be one in a town near you. Just take your pick and enjoy the 

San Augustine, 
Texas - Sassafras 

Festival 
Was held on October 

30-31,  2010 
had “Bonnie and 
Clyde” Return to 
Rob Bank.  The 
festival was a 

wonderful time for 
all and the re-

enactments were 
thrilling. 

                Rick Mattix Passes
Rick “Mad Dog” Mattix, 57, of Bussey, died 
Wednesday, October 27, 2010, at the Iowa 
Methodist Medical Center in Des Moines. He 
was born on September 21, 1953, at Oskaloosa, 
Iowa, the son of Virgil and Aletha McKim 
Mattix. He graduated from Twin Cedars High 
School with the class of 1971. Following high 

school Rick went to work for a local factory, he retired from there in 
1998, after an accident. Rick’s passion in life was researching 
gangster history; he was a world renowned author, researcher and 
historian on the subject. He was known by the gangster community 
as the “Godfather” of gangster history. He had appeared on the 
History Channel and on an A&E Biography program, speaking on 
gangster history. He has written several books on the subject and his 
knowledge will be greatly missed. On April 28, 2000, he was united 
in marriage to Linda Steele at Bussey. He took Linda all over the 
country doing research. He will be remembered as a one of a kind 
person that never had a harsh word for anyone. He was an avid dog 
lover. He was a strong supporter of Indian rites and the National Rifle 
Association. He enjoyed listening to the Beatles and enjoyed a laid 
back life. 
He is survived by his wife Linda Mattix of Bussey; two stepsons: 
Adam Steele of Bussey and Eli Steele of Des Moines; a very close 
grandson: Ridge Steele; a sister and her husband: Pamela and Terry 
Bonnett of Bussey; and two brothers: Duane and Barbara Mattix in 
Georgia, and Leland Mattix of Chicago, Illinois; his father in law: 
Kenny Hunt of Lacey; and many nieces and nephews. 

JOHN MAR VELLE FELLER
Born October 31, 1913 & Died . 
February 1, 2010 at the age of 96 
Marvelle was the last surviving witness 
to the “Bonnie and Clyde” shoot-out 
near his parents farm north of Dexter. At 
gunpoint Clyde Barrow ordered 
Marvelle to carry Bonnie, who was 
wounded, to the Feller family 1929 
Plymouth car, which they stole as part of 
their get-a-way plan.
Marvelle is survived by his children: 
Elaine Zellers of Prescott, AZ; Harold 
Feller of Dexter; Laree Feller of 

Redfield; Joan Grove of Council Bluffs, IA; Shirley Ganoe of 
Redfield; 12 grandchildren and 23 great-grandchildren.


