Decade of Festivals

10" Annual Festival

By Billie Gene Poland

1t"s time once again for the best festival in this part of the country; the “authentic
Bonnie and Clyde Festival™ held every May in the little town of Gibsland, Loui-
siana. This year, 2002, it takes place on the 24the and 25" of May. The festival
is not done to honor the outlaws Bonnie and Clyde. It is a reenactment of the
history, which took place here on May 23, 1934, With every passing year the
festival gets better and better.

It was Bienville Parish in Northwest Louisiana that Bonnic Parker and Clyde
Barrow spent their last days hiding from the law. Bonnie was slightly injured
but the two did some traveling around on the back roads ol the area and therein
lies some stories which have never been told to the public. It was rumored they
even attended a popular country dance one Saturday night. But the law was on
to Bonnie and Clyde. With the help of some local citizens, the law composed
of lawmen from Texas and Louisiana devised a plan to end the bloody careers
of Bonnie and Clyde.

With all due respect to all lawmen, then and now, all over this country, it was a
young Louisiana deputy sherifl who was brave and courageous enough to step
out, face the most feared outlaws of that day and say “halt and surrender™. It
was known by all that the pair called Bonnie and Clyde had always won the gun
battles they engaged in. But this time they failed. The ambush and death of the
notorious pair wok place very near Gibsland, Louisiana. Gibsland is just off
Highway 20.

Reenactment Elc., an acting group who performed Tor “Days of the Gun™ televi-
sion will perform the shootouts and ambush. This group is very talented. Also
appearing will be the following: Joan Atwell and her keyboard. This girl

can sing and play any type of music. She is bound to please. The “Agape”
(unconditional love) singers from the first United Methodist Church of Jonesboro,
Louisiana have won fame all around the country side for their spiritval uplifting
gospel singing and music. The group, led by Marty Folden, puts on a dynamic
show. E. J. Colvin and her clog and tap dancers are always crowd pleasers
whereever they perform and they have put their show on in other states as well
as Louisiana.

The authentic Bonnie and Clyde Museum will be open free of charge. Ken
Holmes will bring his traveling Bonnie and Clyde Movie Car and Exhibit, and
books, historical publications and old newspapers will be on sale. Food and arts
and craft booths will be there. The café will be open with plenty of their deli-
cious food. Sharon has play equipment for the children’s entertainment. There
will be a cakewalk and or a bake sale for all that have a sweet tooth. Come visit
us, bring your friends and enjoy the festival. Authentic Bonnie and Clyde Fes-
tival Gibsland, LA 71028 For information call 318-843-6141 or 318-263-9444,
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For more information call Ken Holme

LORRAINE JOYNER MEM
HISTORIANS MEETING

Time — 6:30 PM. Cajun Gumbo Dinner - May 24th

Location — Back Room ol City Hall Gibsland, La

Cost - $5.00 Donation

Program — Speakers and Discussions. Ends 10:30 P M.

s 2147472302

Each year re-enactors re-stage the ambuh
at the death site. The re-enactment will b
in the late afternoon. Don’t miss it.

Famous outlaw steals hearts....” - Dallas Morninz News
“Powerful, poignant *Bonnie Parker”™ — Fort Wo-th Star-
Telegram  “Best of Dallas/Fort Worth™ Actress and
Director Awards, 1999 .. DFW Observer- By Sandi Black

“Bonnie Parker” and historians tour o New York ou the anniver-
sary of outlaw’s death Y ou might catch “Bonnie Parke e if yer quick
on the trigger! Bonnie and Clyde raced across state | nes. Now the
critically acclaimed, award-winning play, “Bonnie Pa ker,” follows.
The show plays two weeks at the Blue HERON Ar s Center, 123
East 24™ Street near Park Avenue, beginning May 22

Dixie Lee Sedgwick’s historically accurale work about America’s
Favorite gangsiress has played in ‘Texas. “Since she has been the
subject of eight movies, 1 was surprised Bonnie hodn’t been hu-
manized before,” says the playwright-actress. “ The Facts have not
been presented, and they are more interesting tha the fiction.”
Bonnie was an “A” student and accomplished speaker, who mar-
ried at age 15.  She was a Favorite of Dallas leadcrs prior to the
Depression and life as a member of the Barrow Bonnie Goes To
New York gang. Experts from the Dallas Historic:! Society join
the play for post-performance talks about famous villains of the
depression Southwesl. Beginning with the 3pm m:itinee May 25,
Dallas-Ft. Worth historians Jonathan Davis and Kon Holmes, Jr.,
will lead broader discussions. Materials and memonabilia from the
Society’s popular Bonnie and Clyde Exhibition will be available,

Performances are May 22 to June 2, Wednesday through Sunday
evenings at 8pm, plus Sunday matinees at 3pm. Tickets are $19 to
$29, and group rates arc available. Please call (212) 714-8104 or
email lonestarstudios @ yahoo.com for reservations. Advance tick-
els may be purchased on the web at www. theatrem inia.com.




